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Sexual violence knows no boundaries

It is ubiquitous - present in every culture, in every 
social class and in every country in the world, with 

different frequency



ÁA significantmajority of victims are women, but
men and children of both sexesmay also be
victimsof sexualviolence

ÁThe most frequent perpetrators of sexual
violencearemen

ÁIn about 50% of cases, the victim and the
perpetrator (or at least one of the perpetrators)
knew eachother beforehand(this percentageis
evenhigherin casesof sexualabuseof children)



Accuratestatistics regarding rape 
are notoriously difficult to obtain

Rape goes grossly underreported 
in many countries

detected cases 

the tip of the iceberg

ÁAlthough these crimes are subject to

mandatory reporting - a largenumberof cases

of sexual violence remain unreported - the

victim doesnot report it

detected cases 



Reasonsfor this decision: 

Áembarrassment, victim shaming

Áfear of reprisal from the rapist

Áfear of how the victim's own family will react

Many countries' laws againstsexualassaultare
insufficient, inconsistent, or not regularly
enforced. This can leave the victim convinced
that getting law enforcement involved will do
no good, and in somecasescouldactuallymake
thingsworseinsteadof better (longlastingcourt
proceduresςsecondaryvictimization)



ÁIt is estimated that approximately 35% of
women worldwide have experiencedsexual
harassmentin their lifetime

ÁIn more than one-third of countries,at least
5% of youngwomen reported experiencesof
sexualviolencein childhood



ÁHowever,in most countries with data available
on rape (includingthe U.S.), fewer than 40% of
those women seekhelp - and fewer than 10%
seekassistancefrom law enforcement

ÁIn Serbia,of all reportedcasesof sexualviolence,
in approximately10%to 30%an indictment and
court proceedings are brought against the
perpetrator

PROVING IS NOT EASY!



Bearing in mind that not all cases of sexual 

violence are reported andthat is difficult to 

prove them in court proceedings, it follows that 

a significant number of perpetrators of these 

acts never receive the appropriate and 

deserved legal punishment

ÁIn the U.S., for instance,it is estimatedthat
only 9%of rapistsare prosecuted,and only
3%spendtime in prison



97% OF RAPISTS WALK FREE

Footage of the rapist in front of the elevator
He sexually abused A.G. (45) for more than an hour, ran away 

when one of the tenants heard the noise



SEXUAL VIOLENCE AGAINST CHILDREN 

ÁOne of the most unsettling of ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎrights
violations. As such, it is the subject of dedicated
international legal instruments aimed at protecting
childrenagainstits multiple forms.

ÁActs of sexualviolence, which often occur together
and with other forms of violence, can range from
direct physical contact to unwanted exposure to
sexuallanguageandimages.

ÁΨ{ŜȄǳŀƭǾƛƻƭŜƴŎŜΩis often usedasan umbrellaterm to
coverall typesof sexualvictimization.

ÁChildren of everyagemay be victimsof sexualabuse,
andgirlsareparticularlyvulnerable.



SEXUAL VIOLENCE AGAINST CHILDREN 

ÁEveryyear, millions of girls and boys around the
world facesexualabuseandexploitation.

ÁAt least 120 million girls under the age of 20 ς
about 1 in 10ςhavebeenforced to engagein sex
or perform other sexualacts,although the actual
figureis likelymuchhigher.

ÁChildren may be subjected to sexual abuse or
exploitation at home, at school or in their
community.

ÁThe widespreaduse of digital technologies can
alsoput childrenat risk.



Many victims of 
sexual violence, 

including millions of 
boys, never tell 

anyone.

ÁMost often, abuse occurs at the hands of
someonea child knowsandtrusts.

ÁRoughly 90% of adolescentgirls who report
forced sex say that their first perpetrator was
someonethey knew, usuallya boyfriend or a
husband.

SEXUAL VIOLENCE AGAINST CHILDREN



CRIMINAL OFFENCES AGAINST SEXUAL FREEDOM IN 
THE REPUBLIC OF SERBIA CRIMINAL CODE

Article178. Rape

Article179. Copulationwith a HelplessPerson

Article180. Copulationwith a Child

Article181. SexualIntercoursethrough Abuseof

Position

Article182. ProhibitedSexualActs

Article182a. Sexualharassment

Article183. Procurementof SexualServices

Article184. Mediation in Prostitution



CRIMINAL OFFENCES AGAINST SEXUAL FREEDOM IN 
THE REPUBLIC OF SERBIA CRIMINAL CODE

Article185. Exhibition,Procurementand Possession

of PornographicMaterialsandExploiting

Juvenilesfor Pornography

Article185a. Incitementof Minors to Attend Sexual

Acts

Article185b. Abuseof ComputerNetworksor other

Technical Communication Means for
CommittingCriminalOffencesagainst

SexualFreedomof Juveniles



Sexual act

- voluntary - with the

conscious and deliberate

consent of both partners

(excludingchildren)

- violent - againstthe will of oneof the partners-
an important characteristicof these acts is that
sexualcontacts are made without the ǾƛŎǘƛƳΨǎ
consent, either with or without her active
oppositionandresistance



RAPE 

An unlawful act that 
involves sexual intercourse 

carried out forcibly or 
under threatof injury 
ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ǿƛƭƭ

Unlawful means without valid consent for sexual
intercourse,either becausethe persondid not giveany
consentat all, or becauseher consentwas invalid (she
wastoo young,or her mentalstatewasdeficient).



Article 178. Rape

1) Whoever by using of force or a threat of direct
attack against at ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎbody or the body of
another forces that person to copulation or an
equivalent act, shall be punished
with imprisonmentof from three to twelve years.

According to the current Criminal Code of the RS, 
both the victim and the perpetrator of rape can be 
female or male(in earlier versions, the victim was 

exclusively a woman, and the perpetrator was a man)

It is an indisputable fact that in the vast majority of 
cases of rape, the victim is a woman and the 

perpetrator is a man



Copulation

insertion of the penis into the vagina

ejaculation of semen is not relevant

Equivalent act to copulation

all actionsby which the perpetrator satisfieshis
sexualurge on the body of another person in a
mannersimilar to sexualintercourse: penetration
of the penis into the mouth or anus,penetration
into the mouth or anus with other parts of the
body (tongue, finger/fingers), penetration into
these body openingswith an object; contact of
the perpetrator'smouth with the victim'sgenitals



Coercion - by application

- force

- threat

Useof force - in variousways

slapping, hitting, squeezing,knocking down,
trampling,etc.

Useof force



The alleged contribution of the victim to the rape is often 
mentioned, as a kind of justification - lascivious and 

challenging behavior, "what she was looking for in his 
apartment"...



Accused



Use of force - disabling the victim 
- physical- tying, holding,blowsto the headthat

causeunconsciousness
- psychological- administrationof alcohol,drugs

and medicines(psychoactivesubstances)- drug
facilitatedsexualassault

Artice112. CriminalCode

(12) Forceshall also mean use of hypnosis or
means of intoxication with the objective to
bring someoneagainsthis will into a state of
unconsciousness or make powerless to
resist.



He drugged and then raped an immobile girl



A motionless woman (31) was raped by a man 
aged around 50 years, the rapist previously put the 
girl and her mother and stepfather to sleep with a 

narcotic that he poured into orange juice



Useof the threat

- Obviousandimminentdangerthat the abuser
posesto the life and body of the victim or a
personcloseto her

- Theaim of the threat is to frighten the victim
sothat shedoesnot resist

The absence of injuries on the body of the 

victim and the attacker does not rule out rape



Useof the threat

Áassessmentof the existenceand character

of the danger is within the jurisdiction of

the court

ςpsychiatricexaminationof the victim

ςcircumstancesof the case (finding the
knife)





17.12.2009. 

{ŀǑŀ aŜƎŀ όолύ ǿŀǎ 

arrested on suspicion of 

intercepting girls and 

forcing them to have sex 

by threatening them with 

a knife.

A knife was found with 

him.



Article 178. Rape
(3) If the offencereferredto in paragraphs1 and2

of this Article resulted in grievous
bodily harm to the person against whom the
offence was committed, or if the offence is
committed by more than one person, or in a
particularly cruel or particularly humiliating
manner, or against a juvenile, or the act
resulted in pregnancy, the offender shall be
punished with imprisonment of from five to
fifteen years.

QUALIFIED (SERIOUS) FORMS 

OF CRIMINAL OFFENSE OF RAPE



Qualified (serious) forms of the criminal offense of rape

- serious bodily injury to a rape victim

- committed by several persons 

- a particularly cruel or particularly humiliating manner 

- againsta minor - a person who has reached the age of 
14 but has not reached the age of 18 

- pregnancyof the victim              5 to 15 years in prison
_______________________________________



Footage of the rapist in front of the elevator
He sexually abused A.G. (45) for more than an hour, ran away 

when one of the tenants heard the noise



ñPolitikaò 25.05.2010.

Serial rapist sentenced to 20 years in prison
sentence for one rape in a humiliating manner, two 

attempted rapes and one theft



мтΦмнΦнллфΦ {ŀǑŀ aŜƎŀ όолύ ǿŀǎ 
arrested on suspicion of 

intercepting girls and forcing them 
to have sex by use of  knife. A knife 

was found with him. 

Multiple returnee in the 
commission of this criminal act 

He committed the first rape in 
1996 at the age of 17, in 1999 he 
repeated the same crime, and in 

2004 he was sentenced to 4 years 
in prison for rape in a brutal and 
humiliating manner (previously 
the sentence was from 3 to 15 

years in prison).

Disputed attitude of 
the judiciary 

inadequately small 
sentences



Ideas about 
chemical castration 
of returning rapists

Executed by saber 
for rape



Article 178. Rape
(4) If the offencereferredto in paragraphs1 and2

of this Article results in the death of
the personagainstwhom it wascommittedor is
committed against a child, the offender
shall be punished with imprisonment of a
minimum of ten yearsor life imprisonment.



Qualified (serious) forms of the criminal offense of rape

- serious bodily injury to a rape victim

- committed by several persons 

- a particularly cruel or particularly humiliating manner 

- againsta minor - a person who has reached the age of 
14 but has not reached the age of 18 

- pregnancyof the victim        5 to 15 years in prison
_______________________________________

- against a child - a person who has not reached the 
age of 14

- deathof the victim

at least 10 years in prison or 
LIFE IMPRISONMENT



Authorities in India haveofficially brought chargesagainstfive
men for the brutal gangrape of a 23-year-old womanwho was
attacked along with her husbandon a bus in New Delhi on
December16, brutally raped and died due to the sustained
injuriesa few dayslater. Authoritiessaythey will seekthe death
penalty. Thesixth attacker is under the ageof 18 and will be
tried in juvenile court. In protests across India, protesters
demandedtougher rape laws, police reform and a changein
attitudestowardswomenin society.



The importance of a medical examination 

to prove the qualified form

Áserious bodily injury ςqualification

Áparticularly cruel or particularly humiliating 
manner - character of injuries

Áagainst a minor or a child - estimation of the 
victim's age (often in the case of victims of 
human trafficking)

Ápregnancy - determinationof pregnancy

Ádeath of the victim - forensic autopsy



ÁSexual violence results in severe physical,
psychologicalandsocialharm.

ÁVictimsexperiencean increasedrisk of HIVand
other sexually transmitted infections, pain,
illness, unwanted pregnancy, social isolation
and psychological trauma (depression, post-
traumaticstressdisorder,suicidaltendencies).

ÁSomevictimsmayresort to riskybehaviourslike
substanceabuseto copewith trauma.

ÁAschildvictimsreachadulthood,sexualviolence
can reduce their ability to care for themselves
andothers.



In womenwho are victimsof rape, there is a risk
of unwanted pregnancyif the womanwasin the
reproductiveperiod and does not use adequate
contraception, and if during regular monthly
cyclesviolenceoccurredaround half of the cycle
with genital contact between the victim and the
assailantandejaculation

Ápostcoital contraception 

Ápregnancy test and monitoring



Rapecombinedwith other crimes

Áphysicalinjuries

Ámurderςordinaryor qualified

- commonways:

smothering (pressureof the hand on the

noseandmouth)

throttling (squeezingof the neck with a

handor hands)



S 874/94 
Unknown killer 
saleswoman (41)

combined asphyxiation 
death: smothering and 

throttling
sperm found in vagina 

and on thigh skin



Article 179. Copulationwith a HelplessPerson

(1) Whoevercopulateswith another or commitsan
equivalent act by taking advantage of
suchǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎmental illness,mental retardation
or other mental disorder, incapacity or some
other state of that person due to which the
person is incapable of resistance, shall be
punished with imprisonment of five to twelve
years.

Taking advantage of the victim's powerlessness, 
which makes her unable to resist 

there is no mention of the use of force



Taking advantage of the victim's powerlessness

- mental illness

- retardedmental development

- other mental disorder - temporary mental
disorder (influence of alcohol and drugs -
partying)



Takingadvantageof the victim's powerlessness

- physicalinfirmityςpalsy,comatosestate

- any other condition due to which the personis
incapableof resistance



Medico-legalexpertise

Ádeterminationof rapeor an act equivalentto it

- asin the caseof rape

Áobjective determination of the mental and/or

physical weaknessof the victim - psychiatric

andphysicalexamination

Áwhether the perpetrator couldor had to notice

that the personwas in a state in which sexual

contactwith him wasprohibited



Article 180. Copulationwith a Child

(1) Whoevercopulateswith a child or commits
an equivalent act against that child shall
be punishedwith imprisonment from five to
twelve years.

(2) If the offencereferred to in paragraph1 of this Article results
in grievousbodily harm to the childagainstwhom the act was
committed,or if the act committed by severalpersons, or the
act resultedin pregnancy, the offender shallbe punishedwith
imprisonmentof from five to fifteen years.

(3) If the offencereferredto in paragraphs1 and2 resultedin the
death of the child, the offender shall be punished with
imprisonment of a minimum of ten years or life
imprisonment.



(8) A person who has not reached the age of
fourteen isconsidereda child.

(9) A minor isa personwho hasreachedthe ageof
fourteen, but has not reached the age of
eighteen.

(10) A person under the age of eighteen is
considereda minor person.

Article 112. CC RS



ÁA child is considered a person who has not
reachedthe ageof 14

ÁCopulationwith a childςevenwithout the useof
force

ÁDueto physicalunderdevelopment,childrenare
unable to resist and due to mental immaturity,
they areunawareof their actions

ANY SEXUAL ACT WITH A CHILD 

(VOLUNTARY OR FORCED) 

IS A CRIMINAL OFFENSE



ÁIt is important to emphasizethat in small children,
whosegrowth and full anatomicalformation of the
sexual organs have not yet been completed,
attempts to fully penetrate the vaginaor anuswith
the penis, even when the attacker did not apply
force, most often lead to visible and significant
injuriesdueto the disproportionin sizebetweenthe
penisof the attackerand the body openingsof the
child.

ÁIn precocious girls who look older - the usual
questionduring the court procedureis whether the
defendantcouldhaveknown her age



76-year-old Roman Polanski
was arrested on September26,
2009. on the basis of an
Americanwarrant while arriving
at the film festival in Zurich,
where he was supposed to
receive a lifetime achievement
award.

Polanskiwastried in the USin 1978for havingsex
with a 13-year-old girl, but fled beforethe verdict.

The USis demandingthat Polanskibe extradited
for a crime that carriesa maximumsentenceof two
yearsin prisonunderUSlaw.

In the CC of Serbia up to 12years



PROVING CRIMINAL OFFENSES AGAINST SEXUAL 
FREEDOM IN COURT PROCEEDINGS

Proving sexual assault

ÁCircumstancesof the case- investigativeactions

ÁExaminationof the victim

ÁIdentification and examination of the
perpetrator(s)



Tasks of clinical forensic examination of
victims of crimes against sexual freedom

1. Determination and documentation of physical
injuries - description,photography,classification,
qualification

2. Determinationof a copulationor anact equal to it

3. Provisionof material for traceologicalanalysis-
biologicaltraces

4. Provisionof samplesfor toxicological analysis -
influenceof alcohol,drugsandmedicines

5. Provision of screening materials for blood and
sexuallytransmitted infections

6. Determinationof psychologicaltrauma



PHYSICAL EXAMINATION OF THE VICTIM 

The examination findings and indications of rape 
will vary and depend on the following factors: 

- age of the victim

- the time interval since the attack

- previous sexual intercourse

- previous pregnancies, miscarriages and births

- first aid done to the victim

- vaginal douching

- bathing

- changes of clothing



PHYSICAL EXAMINATION OF THE VICTIM 

- do not bath after the act of rape

- do not change clothes or take them with you 

- The examination should be done as soon as 

possible 

- to preserve biological traces 

- that the injuries would not disappear- they are

usually slight and quickly pass without a trace

(bruises, abrasionsand contusionsof the skin

andmucousmembranes)



ÁThe time interval elapsed from the committed

sexualviolenceto the examinationof the victim is

critical for the findings, especiallyin relation to

injuriesof the genitalorgans

ÁIf the examination is not performed within the

first 72 hours, the probability that genital injuries

will be documented is significantly reduced -

injurieson the mucousmembranesof the genital

organs heal very quickly (biological traces may

disappear)



Court order for an expertise
of the victim's injuries

7 years after the alleged rape



The primary clinical forensic 
assessment of complainants and 

suspects of sexual assault should only 
be conducted by doctors and nurses 

who have acquired specialist 
knowledge, skills, and attitudes during 

theoretical and practical training



CONTEMPORARY FORENSIC EXPERTISE IN 
CRIMINAL OFFENSES OF SEXUAL CRIMINALITY 

Dr.7ƻǊŚŜ!ƭŜƳǇƛƧŜǾƛŏ

Doctoral dissertation, Faculty of Medicine in
Belgrade,2005.

Mentor: Prof. Slobodan{ŀǾƛŏ

Researchof 113 casesprocessedin the District
Court in Belgrade - analysis of court files,
evidentiaryproceedingsandverdicts



ÁPoor quality of medical documentation - the
examination was performed by untrained

doctors

ÁA common mistake - only a gynecological

examinationwasperformedwithout a general
physicalexamination

failures in determining extragenitalinjuries
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the frequency of engagement of doctors by specialty
forensic medicine specialists 
are extremely rarely involved



ÁImpossibilityof proving the crimeof rape

PERPETRATORS ARE "PROTECTED" 

WITH BAD MEDICAL PROCEDURE 

IN PROVING SEXUAL VIOLENCE



RAPE IS DIFFICULT TO PROVE, 

AND IT'S EVEN HARDER TO DENY

Manchester United 
star Cristiano 

Ronaldo has been 
acquitted of raping 
two girls due to a 

lack of evidence, the 
BBC reports.



Consent to the 

examinationis firstly 

obtained from the 

woman or, in the case 

of a child, from parent 

or guardian

INFORMED CONSENT



Who should do the examination?
educated team - the best combination: 

a specialist in forensic medicine - or another
doctor qualified to adequately perform an
externalphysicalexamination

gynecologist - gynecological examination 

psychiatrist (psychologist) 

- proving psychological consequences (threat) 

- psychological help and support for the victim



ÁBest in one place to reduce examination
time andavoidadditionalharassmentof the
victim

ÁAvoiding secondary victimization ς
unnecessaryrepetition of statements



Details of the allegation

- If the complainanthasalreadyprovidedthe details
of the allegation to another professional,e.g. a
police officer, it is not necessaryto repeat the
detailsto the physician.

- Thedetailsof the allegationcanbe providedto the
physicianby the third party and then clarified, if
necessary,with the complainant.

- It may be difficult for the complainantto describe
oral and anal penetrativesexualassaults, and the
doctor mayneedto askdirect questionsregarding
theseactssensitively.



COMPLETE PHYSICAL EXAMINATION
of a completely undressed person

Confirmationof appliedforce

Ádiagnosed,describedandphotographedinjuries

Áthe absenceof injuries does not exclude rape
by the use of force - multiple attackersfix the
victim and prevent her resistance, a large
disparityin strengthbetweenthe victim andthe
attacker,a suddenattack



INJURIES

Extragenital 
Áscalp
Áface - around the nose and mouth due to gagging 

with a hand
Áneck
Áhands
Ábreasts
Ábelly
Áinner thighs
Ábuttock

Genitalςexternal and internal genital organs



TYPE OF EXSTRAGENITAL INJURIES

classification

Mechanical 
Áblunt trauma ςabrasions, bruises, contusions, 

lacerations 
Ácuts - action of the blade 
Ástabs - action of the spike 

the knife has both a blade and a point 

Asphyctic
Ácovering the nose and mouth with a hand 

(smothering)
Ásqueezing of the neck with a hand or hands 

(throttling)



VLC

bruise

bruise

Diagrams

and photographs

should document 

a physical examination



Photographingthe injury with a scale (ruler)



Hair pulling



ÁExamination of the head (scalp) is difficult

when the victim hasthick and longhair - minor

bruisesaredifficult to determine

ÁLackof hair strands- traumatic alopeciadue to

hair pulling

ÁWhenpullingout a largenumberof hairsat the

same time, avulsion of the scalp with the

formation of bruisesand blood extravasation

canoccur



pressure on the nose and 
mouth with a hand to prevent 
screaming and calling for help



External and 
internal injuries 
of the nose and 

mouth



bruises (oval, circular from the finger pads), abrasions
(arched, linear scratches from nails), contusions, 

lacerationsof the mucous membrane of the lips and 
gums, tooth injuries



linear semilunar abrasion caused by nail pressure

injuries that are medically slight and quickly pass 
without a trace 

can be a diagnostically significant indicator of violence



stranglingof the neck with a hand or hands



strangling the neck with hand or hands







Petechial bruiseson the 
conjunctiva, facial skin 
and mucous membrane 

of the oral cavity -
asphyxia

Petechial bruises on the 
palate can indicate oral 

penetration



clenching the upper arms with hands

bruises in the form of the finger pads 
or entire fingers 

arrangement at capture



LIMBS 

arrangement of fingers when grasping





skin abrasions dut to the hand tying



Bite marks
may be found on the 

neck, shoulders, 
breasts, and buttocks 
from oral suction or 

biting 

IDENTIFICATION OF THE PERPETRATOR

tooth marks - forensic odontology

remains of saliva  - swab sample - DNA analysis



SERIOUSNESS OF 
INJURIES

(qualification)
- slight - most often 
- serious 
- fatal 

Extensive bruises
all over the rape 
victim's body



Bruises on inner thighs 
from the violent spreading of the thighs





Defense against attacker

ward off the weapon grasping the weapon



Defense injuries (bruises)


